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Jenny Simpson to Make Her Long Distance Road 
Racing Debut at the 2021 Credit Union Cherry Blossom 

Ten Mile on September 12
 

 

Eleven-time USATF National Champion on the track — indoors and 
outdoors — and eight-time winner of NYRR Fifth Avenue Mile 

looking for new challenges on the roads. 
 

August 26, 2021, Washington, DC: Organizers of the 48th edition of the Credit 
Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run announced today 
that Jenny Simpson, three time Olympian (2008, 2012 and 2016 bronze 
medalist) and three time World Championship medalist (gold in 2011, silver in 
2013 and 2017) would be making her long distance road racing debut in 
Washington, DC on September 12 at the USATF Men’s and Women’s Ten Mile 
Championships Presented by Toyota. While Jenny is no stranger to racing one 
mile on the roads — having won seven straight NYRR Fifth Avenue Mile events 
from 2013-19, and eight overall — she’ll be racing ten times as far on a flat, fast 
course that passes in sight of all the major Washington DC Memorials. 
 
When Simpson was discussing her decision to explore new horizons with Cherry 
Blossom race organizers, she recalled: “My earliest memories and my introduction 
to the running world was through a community road race. As I pursued a 
professional career on the track, I’ve had the incredible joy of experiencing road 
racing as a spectator through my husband’s marathoning.” 
 
She then added: “When I found myself this summer with the freedom to train for 
anything I wanted, my memory of the challenge and the fun of racing the roads 
tugged at my heart. I’m excited to take on the challenge of racing the Cherry 
Blossom 10 mile run. After years of battling within the oval track, I’m anxious to 
find out what I’m capable of on the roads of our Nation’s Capital. This race is so 
different in so many ways from what I know best. It’s exciting to know that after the 



success I’ve already experienced as a runner, there are still so many hard and 
rewarding challenges to take on.” 
  
And Jenny is certainly taking on a big challenge right off the bat. 
While Keira D’Amato, who set American and World Records for 10 miles (51:23) 
at last November’s Up Dawg 10 Mile has withdrawn from Cherry Blossom in favor 
of continued training for the 2021 Bank of America Chicago Marathon, Simpson 
will face plenty of top-flight competition. Jordan Hasay now boasts the fastest 
personal best among the American women (52:49), with Emma Bates not far off 
Hasay’s mark (52:51). 
  
As of today, 17 elite American women are entered in the USATF 10 Mile 
Championships. The women will start 12 minutes before the men so performances 
will be eligible for ratification as women's-only records. This eliminates any benefit 
of being paced by males and also provides increased visibility for these talented 
female athletes. 
  
With $26,000 in U.S. championship prize money on offer as well as a $10,000 
bonus for an American Record (the bonus will be split if both the first-place male 
and female break the American records), road racing fans can look forward to 
hotly contested races among both the men and women. The race also will feature 
its traditional strong field of international runners competing for a $20,000 purse 
and a $10,000 bonus if a world record is broken by the winning male or female 
(split if both the male and female break the World Record). 
  
With virtual editions held in April 2020 and 2021, the in-person Fall Edition of the 
2021 Credit Union Cherry Blossom Runs marks the 20th year of title sponsorship 
by Credit Union Miracle Day. Since 2002, over $10 million has been raised for the 
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals, including $439,000 in 2020. Of that 
$439,000, $66,000 came from runners donating their entry fees instead of asking 
for a refund when race weekend in our Nation’s Capital was wiped out by Covid-
19. 

 

About the Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile:
 

The Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile, organized by Cherry Blossom, Inc., a 
501c(3) chapter of the Road Runners Club of America, is known as “The Runner’s 
Rite of Spring®” in the Nation’s Capital. The staging area for the event is on the 
Washington Monument Grounds, and the course passes in sight of all of the major 
Washington, DC Memorials. The event serves as a fundraiser for the Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals, a consortium of 170 premier children’s hospitals across 
North America. About one-third of the funds raised support Washington, DC’s own 
Children’s National (“Children’s Hospital”). The event also funds the Road Runners 
Club of America’s “Roads Scholar” program, designed to support up-and-coming U.S. 
distance running talent. 
 



Credit Union Miracle Day, Inc., a consortium of credit unions and credit union 
suppliers in partnership with CUNA Mutual Group, PCSU and CO-OP Financial 
Services, is the title sponsor of the Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run, 5K 
Run-Walk and Kids’ Run. Additional sponsorship comes from ASICS, Garmin 
Gatorade, Medstar Health and Potomac River Running. 
 
The event is a proud member of the PRRO Circuit (PRRO.org), a series of major non-
marathon prize money road races in Tampa, FL; Washington, DC; Spokane, WA; and 
Utica, NY. The circuit is committed to a drug-free sport and funds drug testing at all 
circuit events in compliance with the standards of international and U.S. drug testing 
authorities. 
 
In addition to being sanctioned by USA Track & Field and the Road Runners Club of 
America, the Credit Union Cherry Blossom Run has earned Gold Level Inspire 
Certification from the Council for Responsible Sport in recognition of its legacy of 
commitment to sustainability and thoughtful resource management. To learn more, 
visit www.cherryblossom.org and follow the event on social media @CUCB and 
#CUCB2021. 

 

About Credit Union Miracle Day:
 

Credit Union Miracle Day is a partnership of over 100 credit unions, CUSOs and 
partner organizations united to sponsor the Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile 
Run promoting awareness of the credit union difference and benefitting Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals nationwide. 

 

About America's Credit Unions:
 

Credit unions are financial cooperatives that provide consumers choices for financial 
services such as checking accounts, investments and loans of all kinds including 
mortgages. Funds are federally insured, but unlike banks, there are no stockholders 
at credit unions. Earnings are returned to member-owners in the form of lower loan 
rates, higher savings rates, low or no-fee products and services. The credit union 
philosophy of placing members’ needs first is why more than 115 million Americans 
do their banking at a credit union. 
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